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recognizes the supremacy of truth and non-violence and there-
fore it must take years to bring this struggle to a successful end.
I would content myself with saying that when once the forces of
truth and ahimsa are set in motion, the speed as they move be-
comes so accelerated that they take no time in permeating mil-
lions. For what is needful is to produce an impression of truth
and non-violence upon their hearts and to infect them with faith
in the efficacy of these two forces. [If] the satyagrahis are true, it
need not take longer than a month or two to bring about this
result.
I venture to tender the following advice in order that as sug-
gested above truth and non-violence may permeate the masses
with an ever-increasing velocity. Great movements all the world
over depend for their success largely upon the mercantile class.
Bombay is a great emporium of trade in Hindustan, indeed in the
world. With what rapidity would the force of truth move if the
merchants of Bombay were to avoid untruth and all the faults flow-
ing from it even though introduction of truth in their business
may mean smaller profits or even loss. What greater honour can
we pay to Mr. Horniman than by adopting honesty as our watch-
word in our mercantile transactions? The foundation of our suc-
cess rests in truth and if it pervades mercantile affairs it will be a
plaything to pull down the other citadels of untruth. Feel convinc-
ed that it is not difficult for those merchants of Bombay who have
regard for Mr. Horniman to act according to the advice tender-
ed by me that if we can impress the Government with the truth
in us and by strictly observing the principle of non-violence assure
them of their harmlessness, it may not be necessary for us to re-
sume civil disobedience.
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